CHAPTER THREE THE EARLY PIONEERS

years later, Trevor set about completing the line up, but
just made single castings for himself. He considers that
they were not as successful as they had hoped, maybe
because they were resin cast, and the market was not
ready for resin copies of Dinky Toys. He also made a
Fry’s Chocolate version for himself. The name Wizard
was taken from the boys comic range, as they felt their
models were indeed, wizard!.
Trevor is now 75 years young, and Tim is 68. They
both continue to enjoy their hobbies, with Trevor now
specialising now in heads of state models. Tim’s health
has limited his activities, a little, but he continues to
build kits for Trevor from time to time.
wanted a car model which was not available in kit form,
he would modify, chop and otherwise alter an existing
kit.
He later progressed to scratch building models using
wood, card, plastic car body filler, working from plans
from publications. With the arrival of the computer, he
rescaled the plans to 1:43, and used wood body filler
and then metal. He has built both resin and white metal
kits, and his collection amounts to over 1000 mainly
veteran, vintage post vintage and thoroughbred private
and commercial vehicles.
With Tim’s experience using a wide range of materials,
Trevor began in 1973 amassing information on the
Dinky Type 2 Vans. By 1975, they had enough data
on transfers, colours, so Tim did the artwork for the
transfers, and Trevor had them made at considerable
expense. Tim made the moulds from the originals
in Trevor’s collection, and 1,2 and 3 series vans were
cast by Trevor in resin on his kitchen table. From the
outset they had decided to put conventional wheels
on the vans, as they looked better. With the 3 types
of vans, and each type providing a base for between
11 - 20 different liveries, a total of 53 variations were
produced, but Trevor reckons that they made less
than six of each. Soon after this stage was completed,
Tim left the area, so their collaboration slowly ended,
before all the different variations had been produced.
They were able to sell one of each to the Wheels model
shop, then in Totnes, and also a few to Mike and Sue
Richardson, when they had a shop in Eton Wick. Some
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ABC BRIANZA

The history of ABC Brianza goes back over 45 years,
when in 1963 Carlo Brianza launched his first unique
models in brass, in 1:10 and 1:13 scale. His aim for
perfection brought him together with two other great
names in model car making: Michele Conti and Manuel
Olivé Sans.
As has been fully documented in the companion
volume on white metal makers, special commissions
included an Alfa Romeo for the crime museum in Milan,
in 1:2 or ½ size! An alarm rang when the doors were
opened. Carlo’s main problem in creating this model
was with the tyres, as he could not find them, and so
and he made them in his garage.
After the Autostile series in white metal, ABC switched
to resin with white metal and photo etched parts.
After Carlo Brianza passed away in 1994, his children
took over his leading role within the company. Now his
son Andrea takes care of the development of prototypes
and his daughter Laura is running the Commercial
Department, all still under Ella’s approval and control.
They produce both ready built models and kits. The
patterns and moulding are made within the company.
Additional white metal and photo etch parts were
sourced from outside suppliers, but now white metal is
cast in the factory.
The History of Resin Transport Modelling
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the increasing use of resin in China, and since the
volumes absorbed by the market are now no longer so
important as they were in the past, Chinese producers
are now more prepared to work with resin which
requires smaller quantities. Looking to the future, Ella
is confident that the Brianza family’s aim is to continue
with their production as it is now. She is happy that resin
allows them to work in any scale.
It was in 1973 that Carlo Brianza decided to use resin
for his models because he could make the moulds
in silicon rubber himself, and create the models
themselves in resin. The whole process was cheaper
than to make a mould for white metal. Resin also
provides a very unique material for crafting the patterns.
ABC Brianza buy in the same basic type of resin for all
the scales modelled by them. Within the company it is
Andrea who decides which type of resin in each case.
They have found that there are many factories that
produce resin, and they make sure they follow new
developments in the technology associated with resin,
in order to decide which type is best to use, from which
source.

They mould and cast all their models in-house
themselves, and it is their material of choice for bodies
of cars, with small detail parts in white metal and photo
etch.
Currently, ABC has produced a Fiat racing car
transporter in different versions for the Lancia Alitalia
and Marlboro racing teams, a wide range of
Maseratis, Lancias and Alfa Romeos.
Ella Brianza believes that with
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Jean Pierre
Calligaro
Starter and
Record Models

This is the story of the
beginnings of a dynasty of
French model car ranges!
As a child Jean Pierre wasn’t interested in toy cars.
Indeed, before he created his company, Starter, he had
never collected model cars. He has lived in Marseille
since 1974, began his involvement in the model car
industry in 1976, and still lives in Marseille today.
One day, an old friend, Jean Pierre Gauthier, from Paris
where he lived as a child, came to work in Marseille. His
friend liked drawing cars and Jean Pierre was keen to
start his own business. He had worked with Jean Pierre
Gautier from 1974 until 1979 in another model business
called MRF (Mini Roue Fil).
Looking at the existing model car market, especially
those people selling cars made in white metal, they
noticed that the wheels of their cars, all kit models at
that time, were not very accurate. So they contacted
these producers to offer them “a better looking wheel”,
handmade and closely resembling the real ones.
Jean Pierre’s wife Thérèse helped them financially, by
investing her savings.
After 8 months of research, they succeeded
in achieving a wire wheel that looked like the
real thing, with 64 spokes, and they took
out a patent for it.
After a few months, they had sold
a few wheels but not enough for a
living so they decided to build the
cars that used their wheels, and sell
the complete product to collectors.
His friend was sculpting a single car
from ‘Sintofer’, a mastic polyester, and
Jean Pierre was trying to create a system to
make a mould to make multiples of the model, Ideally
this would be a mould made of soft rubber that they
would fill with polyester resin to make their models. One
of the difficulties they had was to find a resistant resin.
The first cars were easily breakable so there was a
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